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The purpose of this study was to determine the
aspirations of Black parents for their children's educational achievement.

This study used several variables

(income of the parents, educational achievement of the
parents, sex of the child, grade level of the child, and
sex of the parents).

The population of this study com-

prised the fifth ward area in Houston, Texas.

In order to

collect data for this study, this investigator developed
a questionnaire.

The questionnaire, Nikkar's Parental

Aspirations Questionnaire (NPAQ), was designed to solicit
specific responses from Black parents regarding the question of their aspirations for their children's educational
achievement.

Chi square was used as the tool for the sta-

tistical analysis of the data.
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Four of the hypotheses

2
tested were rejected indicating there were significant
differences in the aspirations of Black parents relating
to family income, parents' educational achievements,
child's educational achievement and sex of the parents.
Two hypotheses were accepted and the analysis of the data
revealed that Black parents in the fifth ward area of
Houston, Texas, clearly identified their children's sex
and their own age group as factors which did not significantly influence their aspirations for their children's
educational achievement.

Several recommendations were

made for further studies in these areas:

(1) a study

should be undertaken to ascertain the degree of significance which the number of children in a family has on
parents' aspirations for their educational achievement, and
(2) a study should be conducted to determine the degree of
significance which cultural heritage influences parents'
aspirations for their children's educational achievements.
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Chapter 1
INTRODUCTION
For several years, professional educators (namely,
psychologists and sociologists) and concerned laymen have
underscored the importance of parental involvement in the
quality and scope of children's educational aspirations
and achievements.

Although other factors, such as

parents' income, sex, grade level of the children,
parents' own educational attainments, inadequacy of curricula, end of enhancement programs, and apathy toward
school

and

education, have been ascribed to children's

general failure rates, lower status minority children are
believed to suffer most from a lack of direct parental
involvement in their education (Clark, 1972).

Among these

minority children, lower status blacks in urban areas are
thought to be affected most by their parents' lack of
clear expectations and involvements.

These children, also,

many educators believe, swell the ranks of the hopelessly
frustrated, the dropouts who join the veritable millions
of socially and educationally disadvantaged people across
the United States (Clark, 1972).
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The aforementioned and other prospects regarding
lower status black children led the researcher to undertake a rather comprehensive study of the aspirations of
parents in a low income area of Houston, Texas--the
nation's fourth largest city.

The fifth ward is a com-

munity which lies just north of Houston's central
business district.

The development of the area dates

back to the early 1860's with major growth taking place
during the late 19th and early 20th century.

By the

onset of World War II, the area was predominantly Black.
The fifth ward included over 40,680 Blacks in 1950.

At

the same time, it was Houston's largest Black areas.
Historically, the only areas where Blacks could purchase
homes were in either the fourth or the fifth ward.
The fifth ward has a long and rich cultural history
and has been a vital center of business and economic
activity for Blacks.

The businesses in the area pros-

pered under the segregated system that was the prevailing
norm in the city and the south at that time.

Given the

diversities and hardships that exist in the area, the
community continues to make its mark on the social, cultural and political lives of Blacks in the city.

The

area has produced a number of prominent local as well as
national leaders.

The Fifth Ward community is provided

educational opportunities through the Houston Independent
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School District, the Houston Community College system,
and five local universities.

It is not uncommon to

find instances of poor Black parents mightily stressing
the virtues of schooling to their offspring.

They will

remind you that education is a privilege, a pathway out
of poverty and into the good life.

Black parents play

a major role in motivating their children for future
success.
According to the Demographic Envisions Research,
Inc., study (1980), over ninety percent of the residents
in the fifth ward study area were Black.

In addition,

the fifth ward area has performed at a rate below that
of the balance of Houston in almost every category of
socio-economic measurement.

In short, the area has been

neglected and allowed to deteriorate economically.

The

community has experienced a steady economic decline,
many businesses have moved, and the population base continues to decrease due to out-migration of the younger
and more affluent residents.
This specific low income area (the Fifth Ward) has
a long, rich cultural history, and its ethnic composition (predominantly black and Mexican-American) lends
itself significantly to an analysis of lower income
parents' expectations and aspirations regarding their
children's educational achievement.

For instance, the
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area contains nine public schools and 11 private public
day care facilities (Bullard & Tryman, 1981), the former
constituting a sizable percentage of Houston's minority
public school enrollment.

Thus, against a backdrop of

less-than-ideal economic development (e.g., low-cost
housing, high rates of unemployment, high rates of
underemployment) and community development (e.g.,
inadequate public services, industrial encroachment),
it seems practical to explore any possible relationships
or connections which may exist between the aspirations
or expectations of parents in Houston's Fifth Ward and
their children's educational achievements--without assuming that basic socioeconomic class differences impact
inordinately on such attitudes.
asserted that

It has been boldly

"Almost every working-class parent

expresses a desire to see that his children have a better
opportunity for education and success in life than he has
had" (Clark, 1972).
Purpose of the Study
The problem investigated in this study was the
aspirations of Black parents in a selected urban (Houston,
Texas) environment regarding their children's educational
achievement.

This study used several variables (income

of the parents, educational achievement of the parents,
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sex of the child, and grade level of the child) inasmu ch
as the researcher attempted to provide a broad overview
of these parents' aspirations about their children's
educational achievements and expectations.

The bound-

aries of the Fifth Ward area include Buffalo Bayou on
the south, Lockwood Drive on the east, Lorraine and
Southern Pacific Railroad on the North, and Elysian on
the west.
Significance of the Study
When the researcher speaks of aspiration, he means
parents' desire and hope for their child's achievement.
While this study identifies major factors in the child's
activities during school attendance, parents are
indubitably one of the two very significant factors in
their children's lives.

They play integral roles in

the lives of their children.

For example, parents are

the first teachers to whom infants and preschool children
are exposed.

Thus, parents exert immeasurable control

over their children's lives.

This control remains

strong, especially during the grade school years.

When

a child becomes an adult and has a family, many characteristics of his own parental influences are imparted to
his children.

Thus, parents are important in molding

children's personalities.

Also, much of what is done
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later in life is determined in part by earlier parental
influences and actions.

Therefore, it would seem that,

because of their special relationship to their children,
whatever parents want for their children often defines,
to a great extent, what the children themselves become
or do in life.
Statement of Hv potheses
For the purposes of this study, the researcher
formulated several hypotheses which were tested with
respect to parents' aspirations for their children's educational achievement according to the sex of the child,
the income of the parents, and level of the parents' educational achievement.

Thus, the hypotheses are stated as

follows:
Ho :
1

There will be no significant difference in the

aspirations of the parents regarding the sex of the
child.
Ho :
2

There will be no significant difference in the

aspirations of the parents regarding the age of the
parents.
Ho :
3

There will be no significant difference in the

aspirations of

the parents regarding the

family's

income.
Ho :
4

There will be no significant difference in the
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aspirations of the parents regarding the parents ' educa tional achievements.
Ho 5 :

There will be no significant difference in

the aspirations of the parents regarding the child's
educational achievements.
Ho 6 :

There will be no significant difference in

the aspirations of the parents regarding the sex of the
parents.
Assumptions
The researcher formulated several assumptions which
will apply to this study.

These assumptions are listed

as follows:
1.

All parents have aspirations for their children's

educational attainments.
2.

Selected parents in this study will respond

honestly to the questionnaire.
3.

The sample used in the study will be representa-

tive of the population investigated.
Limitations of the Study
The researcher recognizes several limitations which
applied to this study.

These limitations are listed as

follows:
1.

The findings of this study can be generalized
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only for selected parents to be used in this research.
2.

Some degree of inaccuracy is inherent as a result

of using questionnaires as a primary means of gathering
data.
3.

This study will deal only with selected groups of

parents in a selected urban environment.
Definition of Terms
The researcher used the following defined terms
for this study.

All definitions have been paraphrased

from Webster's Third New International Dictionary to
fit the context of this study (G. C. Merriam Co.,
1971).
Aspiration--A desire for a goal to be accomplished.
Attitude--Strength of interest in following a particular course of action.

Readiness to act in a certain

direction and in a given situation.
Educational level of parents--Actual number of years
the parents matriculated in public schools or institutions of higher learning.
Parental aspiration--A goal the parent perceives to
be best for the child.
Parental involvement--All parental practices or
activities related to their children's achievements.
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Organization of the Study
Chapter 1 presented an introduction to the study,
purpose of the study, significance of the study, hypotheses, assumptions, limitations, and definitions of terms.
Chapter 2 presents a review of related literature.
Chapter 3 contains a description of the procedures for
data collection and a description of the research instru ment used in the study.
the data.

Chapter 4 presents analysis of

Chapter 5 presents the findings, conclusions,

implications and recommendations.
Summary
While acknowledging that parental involvement in the
quality and scope of their children's educational achievement is, indeed, of paramount importance, a number of
professional educators as well as laymen seemingly feel
that lower status minority children in urban areas are
victimized by their parents' lack of concern and involvement in the total educational process.

By the same token,

these critics or observers identify other such factors as
parents' age, income, sex, educational level, residential
env i ronment, and occupation as integral components in
these minority children's general failure rates.

Yet

despite these various socioeconomic class differences
which

occur,

especially among lower status minority
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families and which certainly affect parents ' attitudes
toward or goals for their children's educational
achievements, these lower status parents invariab ly
desire better educational opportunities and greater
success in life for their children than they were
allowed.
Undoubtedly, parents from any socioeconomic strata
are great influences in their children's lives, first as
original teachers and molders of behavior and later as
role models.

Inasmuch as parents exert a very special

influence throughout their children's lives, it would seem
that the level of aspirations or hopes of lower status
minority parents (such as the ones used in this investigative study) for their children's educational achievements
can indeed be factors in determining the course of their
children's future success.

Chapter 2
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE
A careful review of related literature revealed that a
rather limited number of studies had been conducted expressly on black parental expectations of their childre n's
academic achievements.

It further revealed limited num-

bers of empirical studies which dealt exclusively with
black parents and their aspirations for their children.
The present study is very timely, inasmuch as the paucity
of the related literature indicated its dire need.
The researcher hopes that a study of this nature will
be helpful to school districts and to counselors throughout the United States.

Although blacks compose a large

percentage of the student enrollment in primary and
secondary schools in most of the major cities in the
United States, as was suggested earlier, only a small portion of the studies reviewed appeared relevant to the
population and sample of black parents in the urban -areas
of the South concerning their expectations for their children.

Perhaps one obvious reason for such a lack of

empirical study can be deduced from Weaver (1968), who
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addressed the proliferation of a "new" literature concerning compensatory education for disadvantaged black ghetto
children.

He offered a survey/assessment of several books

and compensatory programs aimed toward enhancing the
achievement levels of black youths.

In addition, Weaver

(1968) summarized the objectives and goals of a federallyfunded program, Project Follow Through, which included
only 225 of the thousands of disadvantaged black children
who would attend Atlanta (Georgia) public schools (preschool, early childhood, kindergarten, first grade) during
the fall of 1968.

Criticizing programs such as Project

Follow Through (on the basis of their lack of realistic
emphasis and their lack of creativity), their developers,
and their teaching personnel, Weaver (1968) offered seven
assumptions of hypotheses which he believed countered any
success in these efforts.

Of the seven hypotheses,

only two hypotheses seemed appropriate as reasons for the
virtual absence (then, as well as later) of a preponderance
of empirical studies of lower income black parents'

(espe-

cially southern blacks) aspirations for their children's
educational achievements.

Weaver's (1968) primary

hypothesis which related to the present study was, "The
deprivation theory . . . and the programs for black ghetto
children place the blame on the black children and their
parents and thereby free the school systems, the

13

communities, and the society from sharing the responsibility" (p. 367).

His other hypothesis or assumption

was that, "The history of neglect of the education of lowincome pupils and of superior provisions for the
advantaged has frozen low-income pupils into social
classes and handicapped them for life" (p. 367).

However,

positive their parents' expectations and influences might
have been, then, other factors inherent in the educational
system itself would have, as Weaver's observations suggested, undoubtedly affected the quality and quantity of
parents' expectations.
In a two-stage investigation, Lee (1984) attempted to
analyze psychosocial variables which were related to the
academic success of black adolescents in a southern rural
area.

Specifically, he wanted to examine those psychologi-

cal and social factors which appeared to exert influence
on the black transaction between the rural education system and black youths' academic achievements.

In the first

stage, Lee (1984) identified the psychosocial variables
which were important in the educational development of
academically successful adolescents and developed a model
of a successful rural black student.
to nominate students.

Teachers were asked

In the second stage, 110 black stu-

dents from grades 8 through 12 participated.

The School

Social Relationship and the Family Scales Questionnaire,
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developed by Lee (1984), were used.

The findings revealed

that the following psychosocial variables had important
effects on their views of academic success:

( 1 ) strong

family values, values of education, respect for other
people;

(2) high degree of parental control (parents were

strict and enforced family rules);

(3) moderate to high

degree of openness among family members; and (4) high
degree of parental encouragement of education (parents
wanted their children to get as much education as possible).

Although the population studied was rural

adolescents, implications about regional (southern) values
regarding black lower status parents' aspirations could be
made.
Shade (1978) reviewed and synthesized studies conducted by proponents of the "deficit theory" of black
achievement.

One of the five basic variables which these

proponents identified was family status, structure, and
interaction.

Using Hannerz• 1969 definition (cited in

Shade, 1978) of the low socioeconomic class as mainstreamers, Shade (1978) agreed that the real difference
between achievers and nonachievers was not the family's
income level or occupation but rather the difference in
the family's perceptions of the world.

Further, Shade

(1978) cited Coleman and Solomon ( 1969) and Greenberg a nd
Davidson (1972), wh o contended that it was "really the
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interaction between the parent and the child that was more
important to the child's success than the family [sic)
socioeconomic status" (Shade, 1978).

Thus, parental

include, including parental expectations and aspirations,
was one variable which impacts directly on children's edu cational achievements.
In short, as Clark (1972), Slaughter (1974), and
other researchers have warned, to get the maximum results
from lower income parents' influences on their children's
achievement efforts, schools and school personnel must
engage these "partners" in realistic, special roles in an
effort to change the former's perceptions of the schools
and the educational process.

The schools and their per-

sonnel must actively solicit support from these parents if
social justice for Blacks and other minorities is to take
place.
Gump and Rivers (1975) indicated that there were many
parents who forgot that, when they married, they started
their lives with fewer possessions and encouraged their
children to expect the same; when the offspring finished,
the children would start where the parents left off.
Also, Wall (1975) attempted to evaluate the status of
PTA-type groups in Illinois primary schools.

The models

were varied, but a common feature was identified as the
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need for the coordination of school and joint work efforts.
The instrument used in the study was a four-page questionnaire sent to a population of 250 people.

Findings

suggested that 93% of the primary schools had parental
input or support in their schools.

The general recom-

mendation by Wall (1975) was that more research should be
undertaken and that using parents' input could add new and
undetermined effects on the general operation of the
schools.
Peterson (1975) designed a parental intervention
program on the achievement of self-concept and home responsibilities of low- and high-achieving third grade students.
Children were selected from five suburban areas of
Arizona's public school districts.

The parents of these

children were asked to become volunteers and to attend the
weekly training program in order to prepare them to work
with children at home and to help in their own teaching
efforts.

After the questionnaires were given to the chil-

dren, the data revealed overwhelming evidence of the
relationship between achievement and assumption concerning
internal intervention.
Boyde (1983) summarized the findings and recommendations which grew out of a project which the Chicago
(Illinois) public schools undertook to improve the quality
of children's educational achievement.

Specifically, the
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project focused on the roles black parents could play in
improving their children's education.

Hence, Boyde (1983)

observed that black parents could, first of all, encourage
their children's learning abilities at school and at home
by becoming active participants in all learning activities.
Further, he noted that parents could use their influence
and could reorient their expectations and aspirations for
their children by emphasizing positive factors from both
black and minority cultures, i.e., those things or features which affect the quality and caliber of the educational achievements of their children.

Finally, by acting

as tutors and classroom assistants, black parents could
possibly readjust their goals or aspirations for their
children's achievements to ensure maximum improvement in
the overall quality of education.
Cason (1983) investigated the involvement of parents
with early child education, and he opined that a close
working relationship between parents and schools tended to
bring more success to children in their academic pursuits.
He concluded that parental involvement with schools should
begin during a child's formative years.
Thaxton (1982) found that most of the parents of students at all schools were involved in school meetings and
that there was a direct, positive relationship existing
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between the level of parental participation and the level
of student achievement.
In the late 1960s, Rehberg and Westby (1967) suggested that parents' involvement was necessary for their
children's continuation of education beyond high school.
Parents needed to encourage their children toward advanced
education.

Anderson and Evans (1976) found that the

parents of Hispanic students did not understand the
language

sed in school; yet, they expected their chil-

dren to achieve in school, even under such similar
handicaps.
Montalvo and Ogletree (1978) explored the factors
which reflected mothers' expectations for their children's
educational acheivement.

Fifty questionnaires were dis-

tributed to a random sample of Puerto Rican mothers with
children enrolled in grades 1 through 8 in the Chicago
schools.

The following sets of variables were analyzed:

family size and income level, geographical origin, language dominance, and mother's educational and occupationa l
levels.

The researchers found that most mothers expected

their children to finish four years of college.

Also, the

number of children in the homes did not affect the
mothers' aspirations for the i r children's educational
achievement.

Of t h e parents with the highest incomes, 63 %

were in favor of their children acquiring college degrees.
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On the other hand, Elmquist (1975) examined the at t itudes of white parents in the relationship to teaching the
children in preschool.

There were 30 parents of childre n

who were enrolled in kindergarten.

These parents were

volunteers from four elementary schools in Tempe, Arizona.
The data analyzed considered differences in parents'
occupations, sex of the parents, amount of parents' education, family size, and access to the child.

Parents

were asked questions concerning the amount of parental
control, parental attitudes about play, parents' knowledge of the learning process, parental support for
creativity, and parents' tolerance for frustration.

Most

of the parents said that they accepted parent-child play
and that their children needed free expression.

Parents

with college degrees performed significantly higher regarding support for creative behavior when compared to parents
who had less education.

Also, Elmquist found that having

more children did not necessarily increase parents' pote n tials for or abilities to be good parents.
Worden (1975) studied parents' hopes and aspirations
for Portuguese immigrant youths.

At that time, approxi-

mately 80-90% of the immigrant Portuguese students dropped
out before completing high school.

All of the parents

were contacted at home by home-bound workers.

The sub-

jects in this study were the parents of 36 secondary
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school students who were Portuguese immigrants.
the students were approximately 16 years old.

All of
The results

of this study revealed that students from small families,
especially girls from small families, remained in school
longer than did other students {including girls) from
larger families.
Similarly, Valadez (1975) investigated Chicano
parents' perceptions of school and education for their
children in two communities in Oregon, which included
first- and second-generation Chicano populations.

Fifty

Chicano parents were interviewed, all of whom expressed
general feelings about their children's education and
indicated that their own cultural backgrounds were important orientations which they hoped their children would
never forget.

Most of the parents spoke of not being

involved in and informed about school programs and school
curricular changes through the years, although most
parents in both communities indicated great satisfaction
with the progress of their children in the bilingual education programs.
Measuring the attitudes of Catholic parents toward
Catholic education in relation to optimal school selection
for their children, Ficht (1978) constructed eight
hypotheses which were designed to measure comparisons of
attitudes between both groups of Catholic parents toward
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Catholic education.

Ficht sent questionnaires to 50

parents whose children attended Catholic schools and to 50
Catholic families whose children attended Catholic
schools.

The researcher concluded that Catholic parents

gave a higher approval to Catholic education than to p ub lic schools.

The attitudes the Catholic parents held

toward Catholic schools and Catholic education were very
important in terms of selecting schools for their children.
Tamberino (1974) studied asthmatic children from two
groups:

those with high allergic potential (HAPS) and

those with low allergic potential (LAPS).
ill group served as the control (CS).

A congenitally

Each group, com-

posed of 18 males, was tested alone and in the presence of
a parent.
1.

Three hypotheses were offered:
LAPS would be more unrealistic and failureoriented and less achievement-oriented than
would be HAPS and CS; this hypothesis was
partially substantiated when LAPS were more
unrealistic than HAPS when they were
together with either mom or dad but differed none from CS.

It was further

developed that CS were more unrealistic
than were HAPS when together with mothers
or fathers.

The three groups did not

differ in their degree of success, failure
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orientation, or achievement over the three
conditions.

LAPS were less realistic than

HAPS when with mothers because of the
asthmatogenic nature of the mother.
2.

Another contention about LAPS generalized
that prior experience with their mother's
unrealistic expectations in achievement
situations as opposed to similar situations involving fathers resulted in LAPS
being more unrealistic than HAPS when in
parental company.

3.

The last hypothesis stated that HAPS and

cs

would show the same degree of realism,

success, failure, and achievement orientation whether alone or with one of the
parents.

This idea was confirmed for

cs,

due primarily to parental characteristics.
HAPS, however, were more realistic with
their parents than when alone.
Winer (1982) studied the experiences encountered by
six families who had children with special needs that
ranged from mild learning disabilities to profound retardation.

He also investigated parents' involvement in

decision-making, and he found that there was a conflict
among parents' abilities to relate to their children.
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Clark (1983) in his studies found that many low-income
children's efforts in the pursuit of a formal education
were directly related to the students' having experienced
years of devastating economic hardships.

Black, low-

income parents often functioned for youth projectively as
models for how not to end up.

These parents, anxious for

a better life for their children, may look to one of the
most hopeful institutions for American Blacks--the educational establishment.

Historically, religion and education

have been pursued vigorously by poor urban Blacks as
problem-solving institutions.
Clark's study is suggestive in that he found the
parents of high achievers to be assertive in
their efforts to attain information about their
children's progress in school. The parents of
low achievers, in contrast, tended to avoid
contact with school personnel unless they were
summoned to the school by the authority
figures.
( p. 203)
In addition, he found from his studies that parents
with greater expectations, higher aspirations, and a
stronger sense of well being (1) enjoyed more balanced
conjugal decision-making patterns, with a high degree
of mutual agreement on decisions concerning the child's
intellectual welfare, and (2) by engaging family members
in a wider variety of specific literacy-enhancing
activities for a larger period of time.
Clark also depicted a conceptual model explaining
the development and miantenance of "survival" learning
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skills through home and community interaction processes,
which identifies parents' income, parents' educational
level, and age of the parent as significant in the ability
of the child to develop and maintain "survival" learning
skills through home and community interaction.
According to the Demographic Envisions Research,
Inc., study (1980) over ninety percent of the residents in
the fifth ward study area were Black.

In addition, the

fifth ward area has performed at a rate below that of the
balance of Houston in almost every category of socioeconomic measurement.

In short, the area has been

neglected and allowed to deteriorate economically.

The

community has experienced a steady economic decline, many
businesses have moved, and the population base continues
to decrease due to out-migration of the younger and more
affluent residents.
Schear (1975) studied the relationship between children's sex-role attitudes and parents' attitudes toward
the culture in which they lived.
( n = 140) were

interviewed

Preschool children

and were tested on different

dimensions of sex-role attitudes (ability to differentiate between sexes), sex-roles, and future occupational
choices.

There were 60 parents involved in this study.

Schear (1975) found that the children's sex-role attitudes
could be expected to be congruent with the attitudes of
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their parents.

The most influential factors of the chil-

dren's sex-role attitudes were the cultural backgrounds of
the children.
Healy (1974) sought to provide evidence that ideal
parental influence of academic achievement of boys and
girls was a measurable differential of parental affection
and control.

However, the author could not name his

hypothesis and instead offered two observations:

(1) the

more fatherly influence over a boy resulted in a lower
achievement status level of that boy, and (2) the more
motherly influence over a girl resulted in a lower
achievement level of that girl.
Also, Olneck and Bills (1979) determined whether
fraternal birth order affected academic achievement and
improved socioeconomic status, income, and general
ability.

They found no statistically significant birth

order effects.

In another study, Olneck and Bills (197 9)

could not show a relationship between income and the number of children.

In 1974, however, in a smaller study,

Lindert tried to prove that time consideration (birth
order) variables had significant effects.
Lindert's study was flawed.

However,

Brady and Brady (1979), who

were concerned with Lindert, conducted their study on a
Protestant population.
tion and limitations.

Their study had the same populaNote, however, that Bills and
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Olneck (1979) discerned that variations in family size
were associated wi th cognitive skills.

How or why

larger families had this effect was not clarified.
John's (1974) study of 6,415 10th-grade German
youths investigated interrelationships among their own
occupational aspirations and those of their parents,
schools of matriculation, and opportunities provided,
considering the limitations of Duisburg, Germany, which
is located in the Kihr Valley.

The focal point of this

study was variables associated with the degree of articulation which existed between the students' occupational
desires and number of actual opportunities; six hypotheses were deduced.

The most important finding of this

study was that pupil-parent career aspirations were closely
and consistently related, regardless of aspirational level.
In this case, the findings superseded all controls used.
However, the ratio of parents-pupils indicating higher
career status decreased as the social status of the entire
family decreased.

Based on his findings, Elmquist (1975)

suggested that further research should be undertaken
regarding requisite comparative educational studies, need
for documented data pertaining to the problem of articulation of career aspirations with occupational outlets,
and more concrete information concerning the interrelationships between social institutions and their outlets.
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As he further noted, schools alone could not assume the
task of articulation.
Sewell, Haller, and Strauss (1957) endeavored to
prove that educational and occupational desires of children of both sexes were directly associated with the
familial social status when intelligence of the family
was controlled.
was proved.

Four hypotheses evolved; none of which

However, it was noted that intelligence and

consciousness made significant contributions to aspirations of achievement and excellence.
Sewell, Haller, and Portes (1969), revising their
original work, sought to confirm social-psychological
ideas in order to explain variables of educational levels
and occupational successes.

Four hypotheses were set

forth, along with attendant linear models.

It was con-

cluded that the proposed model had merit for explaining
educational and early successes for farm boys.
Jaffe and Adams (1964) found that the number of children in the family had a negative effect on educational
aspirations.

Those families who had more children did not

have too much free time; therefore, they had less time to
invest in each child, and the parents based their aspirations upon the opportunities which allowed them to help
their children.

Support for Jaffe and Adams'

(1974)

findings was provided by Terhune (1974), who contended
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that parents' attentio n s to their c h ildren would decline
as the number of children increased.

The families which

had more children also had the same cognitive abilities
as did the families with fewer children.
Also, Leman (1974) studied economically disadvantage d
students of Black, white, and Mexican-.Zunerican extraction,
who had been randomly selected and were given the Leman
Attitude Scale Toward Highest Education (Leman, 1974) in
an effort to obtain parental attitudes toward higher education.

He hypothesized that there was no significant

difference in perceived parental attitudes toward higher
education and academic success among Blacks, whites, and
Mexican-Americans in a college population; this hypothesis
was rejected.
On a somewhat different note, Cheung (1982) indicated
that Chinese students exhibited higher achievement tendencies than did white and Hispanic students.

The obvious

reason was because the parents of Chinese students had
higher expectations of their children than did parents of
white and Hispanic students.
Sewell and Shah (1968) revealed that children from
low income families were less likely to aspire to higher
education and occupational goals than were children from
higher income classes.

In this study, it was discovered

that parental encouragement was low and very few students
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aspired to obtain advanced education.

Anderson and Ev a ns

(1976) found that Mexican-American parents emphasized,
more than did white parents, the importance of education
to their children as a result of both parents' and students' daily interaction with other children of the same
level.
Moreover, in a very early study, Sears, Maccoby, and
Levin (1957) opined that lower class families placed more
emphasis on educational achievement than did their middle
class counterparts.

Simpson (1962) found that parental

pressures exerted toward educational achievement were
more related to advanced education than to socioeconomic
status.

Friedman (1978) averred that a family's function

was very much like that of a school--the parents became
primary agents of positive change in their children's
education because children tended to do what the parents
expected them to do.
Ogbu's (1974) investigation determined that parents
of minority students held favorable expectations concerning education and demonstrated good attitudes toward
educational values as factors of future importance for
their children's education.

Noonan (1970) studied 12

parent variables by examining the attitudes of parents
toward education and their aspirations for their children's
educational achievements.

These parents were selected
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from Black, Jewish white, and non-Jewish white populations.

All of the parents desired a four-year college

education for their children, and all agreed that their
children needed more education than they themselves had
in order to obtain even comparable jobs.

A primary dif-

ference among the three groups was that Blacks reported
having to work at lower job levels; nevertheless, there
were no differences in educational attainment.
Houston (1978) revealed that children were able to
adapt to the different dynamics of their environments and
that their interactions with their parents did not affect
their behaviors in school.

Cobb and Hops (1973) trained

first-grade students in the following classroom survival
skills:

working, attending, and volunteering.

The

trainees revealed significant gains in survival skills
and in reading achievement.

Also, their research indi-

cated that students' behaviors in the classroom and
students' study skills were significantly correlated
with school achievement.
Slaughter (1974) sought to determine which environmental process variable broke down into parent-child and
parent-school processes versus broader dimensions of
family background as related to achievement at the preschool level.

An additional objective was to ascertain

the level and degree of change occurring as a result of
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enhancement of the child's home environment.

The results

of the study revealed that (1) parents' behaviors would
influence a child's achievement level upon entering preschool, and (2) the difference in parents' skills as
socialization agents, regardless of language at home,
truly influenced the child's achievement, as long as the
children and parents spoke the same language (e.g.,
English/Spanish).
Kohn (1969) interpreted the relationship between
class and socialization values as a reflection of differing conditions of life encountered by two classes,
especially those in the work environment.

Kohn showed

that white collar occupations required the manipulation
of ideas, flexibility, thought, and judgment.

On the

other hand, blue collar occupations required the manipulation of physical objects.

Kohn (1969) suggested that

these values were reflective of styles of parental discipline.

Parents who worked were more likely to teach

their children to do the same.

This kind of skill woul d

help to improve the child's performance and interest in
school.
Valentine (1980) found the relationship between
academic achievement and the following family process
factors:

parental support, quality of parental communi-

cation, and parental control.

Valentine noted that
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parental involvement in educationa l matters and stude nt s'
identification with parental values were family process
factors which were more important than were ethn i c differences and economi c levels for students' achievement.
Cohen (1965) in her hypothesis stated that there
was a direct and positive influence from working class
parents (blue collar) on their male working class proge ny.
Her model was one of the Harvard Mobility projects conducted earlier in conjunction with the findings of
Stouffer, Cleveland, and Kahl (1953).

The five Gultman

scales were used to measure parental attitudes;
financial sacrifice, family,
college time.

mobility,

job security, and value of

After her results were compiled and tabu-

lated, Cohen (1965) considered the immeasurable importa nce
of parental attitude, timing, and manner of encouragement.
Sewell, Haller, and Ohldenhort (1790) proposed a
model of education and academic milestone for farm youths
substanti a ting differences of communities' sizes and
diverse backgrounds.
influences:

Their model included three more

social and psychological factors, given

mental aptitude, and peer influence and pressure.

The

predominant conclusion derived from their study was tha t ,
with minor adjustment, the model was appropriate for
youths from various backgrounds, both urban and ru r al
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residential areas.
Over the years, Sewell with his colleagues wrote
prolifically on the subject of college aspirations with
regard to socioeconomic status, inherent intelligence, and
the manner in which higher educational goals were achieved.
In two of the studies, Sewell and Shah (1967, 1968)
reported that, among the rural Wisconsin youth population, socioeconomic status played a definitive role in
college graduation, given these differences, between
males and females.

The quality of education pursued was

not a clear factor; matriculation was.
Miller and Woock's (1970) study concluded that the
educational problems encountered by children from lower
socioeconomic classes were obtained as a result of the
inequality of opportunities, different sets of values, and
deprivations.

They believed that the poor socioeconomic

backgrounds of mothers and fathers would be a cause of
fewer opportunities being available to their children's
successes in their academic pursuits.

As Blake (1981)

indicated, however, children were motivated more by
parental attention, interaction, and encouragement than
they were by passive environments of cultural and material
advantages.
Bell (1974) studied 202 low income Black mothers and
determined that those mothers with less formal education
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and more children expected fewer years of education from
their children and had lower expectations for them.
Featherman (1972) documented the relationship, based on
his proposed model, between family origin and arrivedat-desired level of status.
middle class urban males.

The study included white
Featherman (1972) basically

surmised that success predispositions were definitively
related to the manner in which the desired achievement
result was obtained in the aforementioned version.
Moreover, Wright and Wright (1976) found general
support for Kohn's (1969) hypothesis in their study.

They

analyzed relationshps between social class and the value
placed on self-direction.

They found this relationship

was significant even when current residence and residence
of origin, age, wife's labor force participation, ages of
children, number of children, religion, and race were
obtained.

In addition, they found that education was

an important mediator between social class values and
child-rearing values.
Havighurst and Levine (1979) concluded that youths
from lower class families had few chances of going to
college, even when they had the ability.

Youths from

upper class families tended to go to college even when
they had only average ability.
Duff (1972) devised a training plan to encourage the
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parents of fifth-grade underachievers to use several practices to improve their children's achievements.

The

result showed significance regarding homework completion.
There was a relationship between parental practices and
school achievement.

Such practices included high aspira-

tions and rewarding c h ildren for future achievements in
education.
Wolf (1964) studied several home process variables
and their relation to general intelligence and scholastic achievement.

He argued that general attention shou ld

be focused on what parents did in reaction to their children rather than on what or where parents were in terms
of economic status.

The study showed a correlation of

.80 between home process variables and battery scores.
Although Green (1972) indicated that there were no
significant relationships between parental aspirations
and academic achievement among elementary grade school
Black children, he contended that black parents had a
great influence on their children's e d ucational efforts
and goals in higher grades.
Summary
The preponderance of studies cited in the re v iew of
literature suggested that parents' attitudes toward ed u cation were indirectly reflected in their children's
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educational achievement lev els.

Moreover, parents'

socioeconomic status (i.e., lower, middle, or upper
income bracket) and parents' levels of education obtaine d
impacted on both the parents' aspirations for their chi l dren's educational achievement as well as the children's
own career choices, study habits, and academic attainment.

In addition, it would appear that sex and birth

order of children did not have significant effects on
either the children's academic achievement levels or on
parental aspirations for the children's educational
attainment.

Also, parents (especially black and other

minority parents) seemed genuinely concerned about their
children's educational achievement at the preschool and
elementary levels.

This concern or involvement was often

carried over into the children's secondary as well as
postsecondary educational pursuits, except where family
income, family work experience, and other psychosocial
factors interfered to lessen the parents' original
aspirations for their children's educational achievement.
On the other hand, some studies cited in the review
of literature revealed that the number of children in the
family often affected the parents' level of aspiration
regarding their children's educational attainment or
achievement.

Additionally, it was noted that parents'

ethnic origins often influenced their aspirations or
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expectations for their children's educational achievement.
P~rhaps as a result of various cultural differences, the
parents of children from non-American backgrounds often
had higher expectations or aspirations for their children
than did whites or Hispanics or Blacks of equal socioeconomic status.

Cultural differences, then, did indeed

influence or affect parents' level of aspiration for
their children's education.
As the literature revealed, parents of children with
slight to pronounced learning disabilities often revealed
an inability to set realistically obtainable goals or hold
very high aspirations for their children's educational
achievements.

Particularly was this observation applicable

to lower status minority parents.
Also, it was noted in several studies that many
parents, especially lower status minorities, were not
fully aware of the numerous services the schools provided
for and encouraged from parents regarding their children's
total education.

Consequently, these parents' aspirations

for their children were sometimes negatively affected by
the parents' lack of knowledge about procedures, support
services available to them (via school organizations,
learning centers).

Nevertheless, these same parents

often demonstrated above-average interests in their
children's academic well-being--even if they were not as
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totally involved in their children's academic process as
they could have been, given the numerous opportunities
which many schools provided and encouraged.

Finally,

mothers, more often than fathers, tended to hold higher
aspirations for their children's education perhaps
because of the close, often longer interaction which
characterized mothers' contact with their children and
the likelihood of mothers' involvement in school affairs.

CHAPTER 3
DESIGN OF THE STUDY
The specific design utilized in this study was descriptive in nature.

Moreover, this chapter includes a descrip-

tion of the research design, a discussion of the sampli ng
procedures used, a description of the data-gathering
instrument employed in the study, a statistical analysis of
the · data, and, finally, a summary of the foregoing.
Description of the Research Design
The population for this study was drawn solely from
Black parents who were members of five churches in the
Fifth Ward area of Houston, Texas, the nation's fourth
largest city.

The sample used in the study was thus taken

from the population heretofore identified.

Further, the

investigator developed a special survey instrument for the
study.

Specifically, the instrument asked the Black

parents to state or express their aspirations for their
children's educational achievement.

Moreover, given the

descriptive nature of the design of the study, the investigator used several variables in the study.
variables included:

Some of the

(1) income of the parents,
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(2) educational achievement or attainment of the pare nts,
(3) sex of th e child, and (4) grade level of the child.
Sampling Procedur es
As pointed out earlier, the population investigated in
this study was Black parents living in the Fifth Ward, a
low-income urban area of the nation's fourth largest city ,
Houston, Texas.

The sample size was taken from parents who

were members of five churches located in the Fifth Ward
area.

The sampling procedure used is known as Accidenta l

Sampling, which means one simply reaches out and takes the
cases that fall to hand, continuing the process until the
sample is a designated size.

Permission was granted by the

pastors of each of the five churches to request from members responses to the questionnaire presented them.
Data-Gathering Instrument
In order to collect the data for this study, this
investigator developed a questionnaire.

The question-

naire, Nikkar's Parental Aspirations Questionnaire (NPAQ),
was designed to solicit specific responses from Black
parents regarding the question of their aspirations for
their children's educational achievement.
naire was a two-part instrument.

This question-

The first part included

items relevant to ascertaining general background
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information on the Black parents.

Part two focused on

parents' aspirations for their children's educational
achievement.

The content of Nikkar's Parental Aspira-

tions Questionnaire was validated.
Collection Procedures
After obtaining lists of church members with children
from either the ministers or their designated appointees
of the five Fifth Ward area churches, the investigator
made arrangements to administer the Nikkar's Parental
Aspirations Questionnaire to Black parents identified on
the church membership lists.

When the questionnaires were

completed, the investigator collected them.

A total of

280 questionnaires was completed and collected.
Statistical Analysis of Data
For the purpose of analyzing the data, the investigator used the Chi-Square statistical test.

To be sure, the

Chi Square test can be used to compare frequencies which
occur in different categories.

In other words, Chi Square

allows for comparison of groups with respect to the frequency of occurrence among different variables.

Addition-

ally, Chi Square compares proportions actually observed in
the study with proportions that are expected in order to
determine if significant differences exist.

The following
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formula for Chi Square was used in this study to analyze
the data:
(·f

- f

o

e

)2

].

f3

The probability level selected for accepting or rejecting
the null hypotheses was identified .05 level or P = .05.
Summary
Inasmuch as the research design was descriptive, the
investigator developed a two-part questionnaire, Nikkar's
Parental Aspiration Questionnaire, which was administered
to Black parents who were members of five churches located
in the Fifth Ward area of Houston, Texas.

The question-

naire was designed to solicit information germane to the
Black parents' backgrounds and their aspirations for their
children's educational achievements.

Income of the parents,

educational achievement of the parents, sex of the child,
and grade level of the child were also used.

Moreover,

a systematic random sampling of 10% was used to select
the sample size.

After receiving 280 completed question-

naires, the investigator used the Chi Square statistical
test to analyze the data included in the 276 completed
questionnaires which were found to be usable.

Addition-

ally, the .05 level or P = .05 was used to accept or
reject the null hypothesis.

Chapter 4
ANALYSIS OF DATA
This chapter presents the statistical analysis of the
data collected in this investigation which was designed to
assess the aspirations of Black parents in a selected
urban environment, Houston, Texas, regarding their children's educational achievement.

Ethnic background and

cultural environment have a profound impact upon one's
motivation and desire to achieve success for a better
life.

Therefore, Black parents whose opportunities have

been limited are reaching out and searching for a better
life for their children.

Their desires are to extend

their resources no matter how limited in the enhancement
of their children.

The population in this investigation

was comprised of 280 Black parents living in the Fifth
Ward area of Housto~, Texas.

The data were collected

during the Spring of 1986.
Ho :
1

There will be no significant difference in the

aspirations of the parents regarding the sex of the child.
Table 1 presents an analysis of the aspirations of
parents as regards the sex of the child.

Using the sta-

tistical test Chi Square, responses were determined in
43
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five categories, namely, always, occasionally, somewhat,
seldom, and not at all.

The categories of children were

listed as males, an equal number of males and females, and
females.

The parental involvement pertaining to the sex

of the child revealed the following:

one hundred fif-

teen responses were observed for male children; 34 were
"always" and 6 were "not at all" involved.

Sixty-five

responses were observed for the equal number (malesfemales); 24 were "always" and 7 were "not at all"
involved.

Ninety-six responses were observed for the

females; 24 were "always" and 7 were "not at all" involved.

The calculated value for the chi square was

determined to be 6.166.

Since the value for chi square

was less than the critical value of 15.50 at the
probability level of .05 with 8 degrees of freedom, the
null hypothesis was accepted.
The data revealed there was no significant difference
in the aspirations of parents in regard to sex of the
child, thus . indicating Black parents tended to desire the
same level of educational achievement for their children
regardless of sex.

It was found in Noonan's (1970) studies

that parents desired a four-year college education for
their children, and all agreed that their children needed
more education than they themselves had in order to obtain
even comparable jobs.

This was very much related to the

Table 1
Aspirations Regarding Sex of the Child
Not at All
n
%

Seldom
n

%

Somewhat
n

%

Occasionally
n

%

Always
n

%

Total
n

%

Males

6

2.2

22

8.0

32

11. 6

21

7.6

34

12 .3

115

41. 7

Equal
number

7

2.5

10

3.6

17

6.2

7

2.5

24

8.7

65

23.6

Females

7

2.5

19

6.9

31

11. 2

15

5.4

24

8.7

96

34.8

Total

20

7.2

51

18.5

80

29.0

43

15.6

82

29.7

276

100.0

Chi-square= 6.166; df = 8; p = .05

J:,.
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study because this 1970 study revealed that parents desire d
a four year education for their children without conside r ing sex.

In this study the researcher was seeking whe ther

the child's sex made any difference in relation to the
parents' aspirations for educational achievement.
Ho :
2

There will be no significant difference in the

aspirations of the parents regarding age of the parents.
Table 2 presents an analysis of the aspirations of
parents regarding the age of the parents, using the statistical test of chi-square.

The parental involvement

pertaining to the age of the parents was revealed as fo l lows:

145 f o r ~ '

90 for maybe, and 41 for no.

category breakout is shown in the table.
value for chi-square was 8.885.

The

The calculated

Because the value of

8.885 was less than the critical value of 21.026 at the
probability level of .05 with 12 degrees of freedom, the
null hypothesis was accepted.
The data analyzed indicated the age of parents had
no significance in their aspirations for their children's
educational achievement.

Lee and others (1984) did not

find the age of parents to significantly alter their
aspiration for their children's educational achievement.
The need consideration that might enhance Black parents'
aspirations for their children's educational achievement,
could be in the fami l y member beliefs, activities and
overall cultural style.
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Table 2
Aspirations Regarding Age of the Parents
Maybe

Yes
n

%

n

20-25 years

19

6.9

26-30 years

35

31-35 years

No

Total
n

%

n

%

10

3.6

7

2.5

36

13.0

12.7

21

7.6

7

2.5

63

22.8

39

14.1

19

6.9

11

4.0

69

25.0

36-40 years

26

2.4

15

5.4

8

2.9

49

17.8

41-45 years

16

5.8

17

6.2

4

1. 4

37

13.4

46-50 years

5

1.8

7

2.5

3

1.1

15

5.4

51+ years

5

1.8

1

.4

1

.4

7

2.5

145

52.5

90

32.6

41

14.9

276

100.0

Total

Chi-square

=

8.885; df

=

12; p

=

.05

%
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Ho 3 :

There will be no significant difference in the

aspirations of the parents regarding the family's income.
Table 3 presents an analysis of the aspirations of
parents regarding the family's income, using the statistical test of chi-square.

The parental involvement pertain-

ing to family income was revealed as follows:
89 for maybe, and 41 for no.
shown in the table.
16.488.

142 for yes,

The category breakout is

The calculated value for chi-square was

Because the value of 16.488 was greater than the

critical value of 15.507 at the probability level of .OS
with 8 degrees of freedom, the null hypothesis was rejected.
The data suggested family income did significantly
affect Black parents' aspirations for their children's educational achievement.

Sewell and Shah (1967) indicated in

their studies that children from low-income families were
less likely to aspire to higher education and occupational
goals than were children from higher income classes.

In

addition, in early studies by Sears, MacCoy and Levin
(1957), it was found that lower class families placed more
emphasis on educational achievement than did their middle
class counterparts.

This hypothesis was rejected because

the data revealed, as family income increased, aspiration
of parents for their children's educational achievement
increased.

Increased family income level helped them to

care for their basic needs, and to have some money left for
recreation and education for their children.
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Table 3
Aspirations Regarding Family Income
Maybe

Yes
n

%

n

5

1.8

0

$5,001$10,000

14

5.1

5

$10,001$15,000

12

4.4

$15,001$20,000

24

$20,000+

$0-$5,000

Total

Total

No
n

%

0

5

1.8

1.8

0

19

6.9

9

3.3

2

.7

23

8.4

8.8

26

9.6

14

5.1

64

23.5

87

32.0

49

18.0

25

9.2

161

59.2

142

52.2

89

32.7

41

15.1

272

100.0

Chi-square

=

n

%

16.488; df

=

8; p

%

=

.05
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Ho :
4

There will be no significant difference in the

aspirations of the parents regarding the parents' educational achievements.
Table 4 presents an analysis of the aspirations of
parents regarding the parents' educational achievements,
using the statistical test of chi-square.

The parental

involvement pertaining to the parents' educational
achievements was revealed as follows:

80 for always, 120

for somewhat, 54 for seldom, and 22 for occasionally.
category breakout is shown in the table.
value for chi-square was 21.229.

The

The calculated

Because the value of

21.229 was greater than the critical value of 21.026 at
the probability level of .05 with 12 degrees of freedom,
the null hypothesis was rejected.
The data indicated that

as

educational

level of parents increase, their aspirations for their
children's educational achievement also increased.
fore, this hypothesis was rejected.

There-

Friedman (1978)

explained in his study that a family's function was very
much like that of a school--the parents became primary
agents of positive changes in their children's education
because children tended to do what the parents expected
of them.

Education is vital for young Black children

if they are to survive and enjoy economic opportunity
in the world.

Table 4
Aspirations Regarding Parents' Educational Achievements

Always
-9n
Elementary

0

Somewhat

Seldom

0

n

%

n

--

4

1.4

0

%

Occasionally
n

%

--

0

--

Total
n

%

4

1. 4

High school

18

6.5

36

13.0

10

3.6

4

1. 4

68

24.6

2-year college

30

10.9

37

13.4

20

7.2

10

3.6

97

35.1

4-year college

31

11.2

33

12.0

20

7.2

4

1.4

88

31. 9

Graduate level

1

.4

10

3.6

4

1.4

4

!.4

19

6.9

80

29.0

120

43.5

54

19.6

22

8.0

276

100.0

Total

Chi-square= 21.229; df = 12; p = .05

V,

t-'

52

Ho :
5

There will be no significant difference in the

aspirations of the parents regarding the child's educational achievement.
Table 5 presents an analysis of the aspirations of
parents regarding the child's educational achievements,
using the statistical test of chi-square.

The parental

involvement pertaining to the child's educational achievements was revealed as follows:
and 41 for no.
table.

145 f o r ~ , 90 for maybe,

The category breakout is shown in the

The calculated value for chi-square was 18.701.

Because the value of 18.701 was greater than the critical
value of 15.507 at the probability level of.OS with 8
degrees of freedom, the null hypothesis was rejected.
The data revealed that Black parents' aspirations for
their children regarding educational achievements, the
more parental involvement in the child's educational
achievement, the more likely the child would gain the
educational achievement desired:

Boyde (1983) studies

focused on the role of Black parents becoming involved in
their children's education by becoming involved in all the
learning activities both at school and home.

These roles

included serving as tutors and classroom assistants,
becoming active in the PTA, and assisting their children
with homework.

Few Black parents became involved in

learning activities for their children at home or at
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Table 5
Aspirations Regarding the Child's
Educational Achievement

Maybe

Yes

Total

No

n

%

n

%

n

%

Elementary

1

•4

9

3.3

5

Junior high

8

2.9

5

1.8

High school

6

2.2

6

2-year
college

13

4.7

4-year
college

117

Total

145
Chi-square

n

%

1.8

15

5.4

7

•4

14

5.1

2.2

1

•4

13

4.7

13

4.7

4

1.4

30

10.9

42.4

57

20.7

30

10.9

204

73.9

52.5

90

32.6

41

14.9

276

100.0

=

18.701; df

=

8; p

=

.05
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schools for several reasons, such as parents' educational
level, work status and cultural attitudes.
Ho :
6

There will be no significant difference in the

aspirations of the parents regarding sex of the parents.
Table 6 presents an analysis of the aspirations of
parents regarding the sex of the parents, using the
statistical test of chi-square.

The parental involvement

pertaining to the sex of the parents was revealed as
follows:

20 for not at all, 51 for seldom, 79 for some-

what, 43 for occasionally, and 82 for always.
breakout is shown in the table.
chi-square was 18.199.

The category

The calculated value for

Because the value of 18.199 was

greater than the critical value of 9.488 at the probability
level of .05 with 4 degrees of freedom, the null hypothesis
was rejected.
Based upon the data presented, sex of the family
member had an effect upon aspiration of Black parents
for their children's educational achievement.

The male

members of the Black family appeared to have the greatest
impact upon their children's educational achievement.
Healy (1974) observed in his study that the more fatherly
influence over a boy resulted in a lower achievement status
level of the boy.

Children tend to fare much better in a

home with two parents, because some studies have revealed
male members in a Black family tended to have the greatest

Table 6
Aspirations Regarding Sex of the Parents

Males
Females
Total

Not at All

Seldom

n

n

%

%

Somewhat

-

n

%

Occasionally
n

%

Always
n

g..
0

Total
n

%

17

6.2

24

8.7

51

18.5

28

10.2

35

12.7

155

56.4

3

1.1

27

9.8

28

10.2

15

5.5

47

17.1

120

43.6

20

7.3

51

18.5

79

28.7

43

15.6

82

29.8

275

100.0

Chi-square= 18.199; df = 4; p = .05

u,
u,

56

impact upon their children's educational achievement.

In

this study it was revealed that the female parent in the
Black family had the greater impact upon their children's
educational achievement.
Summary
Aspirations of Black parents for their children's
educational achievement have been ·found to prove vital
in enhancing the future success of the child.

The start

that an individual gets in life emanates from his home
and immediate environment.

It is there the attitudes he

acquires are planted and watered.

Many factors of influ-

ence need to be considered in the education of the
culturally deprived individuals.

Parents' aspirations

for their children's educational achievement represent
the key elements for achieving their end.
Use of the Chi Square statistical test revealed that
hypotheses three, four, five and six were not supported.
Therefore, it can be deduced that the level of family
income (Ho ) did indeed influence or affect parents'
3
aspirations for their children's educational achievement.
The data revealed that the higher the families' income the
greater the parental involvement in their children's
education.
Many professional educators and laymen had theorized
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the level of parents' educational achievement impacted
significantly on their aspirations for their children's
educational achievements.

For instance, the data revealed

that these parents with two-year and four-year college
education held ambivalent yet decidedly more positive
aspirations for their children's education (10.9% and 11.2%
of the two-year college and the four-year college parents,
respectively, responded "always" while 13.4% and 12% of
the two-year and four-year college parents, respectively,
responded "somewhat").

Perhaps other factors such as loca-

tion of residence and even income status accounted for the
seemingly low percentages of positive aspirations among
the parents.
For parents' aspirations regarding their children's
educational achievement, the data revealed that the
highest, most positive percentages obtained among those
parents whose children had attained the collegiate levels
and that the lowest, least positive percentage obtained
among those parents whose children were at the elementary
and junior high levels.

Surely these two groups of

parents would probably show greater concern about achievement as their progeny neared the status of achieving a
noteworthy part of the typical American dream--getting a
university or vocational education which would provide the
best opportunities for success.
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As some studies cited in the literature review
revealed, female parents tended to show greater levels of
aspirations for their children's educational achievements
than did their male counterparts, even though the percentage revealed such concerns regarding Ho
small.

6

was decidedly

Perhaps the general educational attainments of

such minority groups of parents as those investigated
(and thus their probable occupations and employability as
a result of the levels of education attained) accounted
for the greater concerns shown by the females, who most
often are encouraged to attend college or vocational
school to ensure probable future success.
The data reflected the fact that for Black parents
aspirations regarding sex of the child, more parents
tended to become positively involved in the male children's educational achievement than in their female
children's education.

Perhaps the dynamics of the

economy, coupled with parents' perceptions of males as
potential breadwinners and support of the nuclear family,
can in some way be ascribed to this parental concern or
level of aspiration.
Finally, inasmuch as the 19 to 45 age groups were
most likely to have children in public school and in
college, it would seem that those parents in these age
groups would have very positive aspirations regarding
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their children's educational achievement as compared to
those parents who were forty-six years of age and above.
The concerns of the former age groups would very likely
be reflective of their levels of educational attainment
as well as family income and other socioeconomic factors.

Chapter 5
FINDINGS, CONCLUSIONS, IMPLICATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
Summary
The purpose of this study was to determine the aspirations of Black parents in a selected urban environment
(Houston, Texas) regarding their children's educational
achievements.

In this study, several variables were used,

such as parents' income, sex, grade level of the children,
parents' own educational attainments, inadequacy of curricula, end of enhancement programs, and apathy toward
schools and education.

For purposes of this study, the

researcher formulated several hypotheses which were tested
with respect to the above-stated variables.

They were

tested with the research-developed questionnaire Nikkar's
Parental Aspirations Questionnaire (NPAQ), which was
divided into two sections, general information and the
family's relationship with their children.

Two hundred

seventy-six questionnaires were completed and
using the Chi Square statistical Test.

analyzed

Several of the

hypotheses tested in this investigation were the following:
60
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Ho :
1

There is no significant difference in the

aspirations of the parents regarding the sex of the child.
Ho :
2

There is no significant difference in the

aspirations of the parents regarding the age of the parents.
Ho :
3

There is no significant difference in the

aspirations of the parents regarding the family's income.
Ho :
4

There is no significant difference in the

aspirations of the parents regarding the parents' educational achievement.
Ho :
5

There is no significant difference in the

aspirations of the parents regarding the child's educational achievement.
Ho :
6

There is no significant difference in the

aspirations of the parents regarding the sex of the
parents.
The population of this study was the Black parents
from five churches located in the Fifth Ward, a community in Houston, Texas.

A questionnaire was developed

by the investigator in order to collect the data.
NPAQ instrument was given to participants.

The

In order to

analyze the data, the Chi Square statistical test was used.
Findings
Ho : There was no significant difference in the
1
aspirations of the parents regarding the sex of the
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child.

This hypothesis was accepted.

Ho :
2

There was no significant difference in the

aspirations of the parents regarding age of the parents.
This hypothesis was accepted.
Ho 3 :

There was no significant difference in the

aspirations of the parents regarding the family's income.
This hypothesis was rejected.
Ho :
4

There was no significant difference in the

aspirations of the parents' educational achievements.
This hypothesis was rejected.
Ho 5 :

There was no significant difference in the

aspirations of the parents regarding the child's educa tional achievement.
Ho :
6

This hypothesis was rejected.

There was no significant difference in the

aspirations of the parents regarding the sex of the parents.
This hypothesis was rejected.
Aspirations of Black parents for their children's
educ a tional achievement have been studied.

Six hypotheses

were tested in this investigation using the chi-square
statistical test.

Of these hypotheses, one and two were

accepted as related to (1) the sex of the child.

Black

parents in this study revealed no significant difference
in their aspirations for their children's educational
achievement due to the sex of the child; (2) the age of
the parents

depicted no significant in their aspirations
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for their children's educational achievement.
Four hypotheses were rejected indicating a significant difference was shown as related to (1) family's
income, (2) parents' educational achievement,

(3) the

child's educational achievement, and (4) the sex of the
parents.
If Black Americans are to continue to succeed, strong
parental involvement and encouragement of their children
are paramount.

Economic opportunity is a must if Black

Americans are to catch up, and keep up with the present
technologies for their continued contribution to American
life.
Implications of the Study
Several significant implications can be drawn from
the study.

Two obvious ones which the analysis of the

data revealed were that Black parents in the Fifth Ward
area of Houston, Texas, clearly identified their children's
sex and their own age group as factors which did not significantly influence their aspirations for their chiidren's
educational achievement.

Other implications were that

family income, parents' educational attainment, parents'
sex, and the child's educational achievements were,
indeed, viably significant factors which influenced
parents' aspirations for their children's academic
r
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success.

Thus, the study posited implications which

tended to suggest that more tangible, germane factor's were
of paramount importance in influencing parents' aspirations for their children's educational achievement.
Recommendations
The following recommendations were made for future
studies in these areas:
1.

A study should be undertaken to ascertain the

degree of significance which the number of children in a
family has on parents' aspirations for their educational
achievement.
2.

A study should be conducted to determine if the

ages of the children affect parents' aspirations for their
educational achievement.
3.

A study should be done to ascertain the influence

which the single parent vis-a-vis the nuclear family
parents has on parents' aspirations for their children's
educational achievement.
4.

A study should be conducted to determine the

degree of significance which cultural heritage influences
parents' aspirations for their children's educational
achievements.
5.

An investigation should be undertaken to deter-

mine the degree of significance learning disabled
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children influence or affect their parents' aspirations
for their educational achievement.
6.

A study should be done to determine what dif-

ferences occur between white collar (professional)
parents' and blue collar (skilled vocationalists) parents'
aspirations for their children at the secondary and postsecondary educational levels.
7.

A study should be undertaken to ascertain the

influence that place of residence (that is, apartment or
project versus home that is owned) and community environmental factors (for instance, libraries, civic centers,
and recreational centers espousing educational pursuits)
have on parents' aspirations for their children's educational achievement.

APPENDICES
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APPENDIX A
Nikkar's Parental Aspirations Questionnaire
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NIKKAR'S PARENTAL ASPIRATIONS QUESTIONNAIRE
(Please do not write your name.)
Section 1
Directions:

Place a check mark( / ) on the line beside the

correct response.
1.

What is your sex?
Male
Female

2.

What is your race?
White
Black
Hispanic
Other

3.

What is your age?
20-25 years
26-30 years
31-35 years
36-40 years
41-45 years
46-50 years
51+ years
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4.

What is your level of education?
Elementary
High school
Two years of college
Degree from college
Graduate level

5.

Single
Married
Divorced
Widowed
Separated

6.

What is your yearly income?
Less than $5,000
$5,000-$10,000
$10,000-$15,000
$15,000-$20,000
$20,000+

7.

How many children do you have?
1 child
2 children
3 children
4 children
5+ children
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8.

What is the sex of your children?
Male (how many?
Female (how many?

9.

What is the range of your children's ages?

6-8 years (how many?
9-11 years (how many?
12-14 years (how many?
15-17 years (how many?

Section 2
Directions:

Circle one letter above the answer which best

fits your opinion of the family's relationship with your
children.
10.

11.

Do you think boys need more education than girls do?
A

B

yes

maybe

C

no

Do you expect more a c ademic achievement from the
boys than the girls?
A

B

yes

maybe

C

no
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12.

Do you think girls should enter professions that are
traditionally male-oriented?

13.

A

B

yes

maybe

C

no

Do you think you have more influence on your child's
educational achievement at his/her early age?

14.

A

B

yes

maybe

C

no

As your child gets older, does he/she reflect what
you want him/her to be?
A

always
15.

B

somewhat

C

seldom

D

occasionally

Do you think most children decide what they want to
be in life at an early age?

16.

A

B

yes

maybe

C

no

Do you think your child's success depends on your
amount of income?
A

B

yes

maybe

C

no
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17.

Do you believe that children from wealthy families
achieve because of their family's income?

18.

A

B

yes

maybe

no

What career do you want your child to pursue?
A
professional

19.

C

B
government

C

white
collar

D

E

blue
collar

other

What do you do when your child refuses to go to
school?
A

punish
him

20.

B

C

send him to
another
school

force
him
to go

D

E

find out why
he/she
wishes not
to go

other

How far do you expect your child to progress in
school?
A
elementary
school

21.

B

junior
high
school

C

high
school

D

E

2 years
college

finish
4 years
of
college

Are you of the opinion that your child needs to have
more education than you had?
A

B

yes

maybe

C

no
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22.

Do you think there is a greater need for your child to
be educated today than in the past?

23.

A

B

yes

maybe

C

no

How involved are you in the decision making regarding
your child's education?
A

not at all

24.

B

seldom

C

somewhat

D

occasionally

E

always

How influential are you in helping your child decide
his career?
A

not at all
25.

B

seldom

C

moderately

D

highly

E

greatest

Who is most responsible for the educational achievement of your child?

A
teacher
26.

B
government

C

D

E

parents

peers

the child

Which factor(s) do you think would prevent your child
most from achieving higher educational goals?
A

lack of
interest

B

C

lack of
finance

discrimination

D
poor
grades

E

age

APPENDIX B
Additional Statistical Analyses
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21.

Are you of the opinion that your child needs to have
more education than you had?
A

B

yes

maybe

C

no

Table 7
Parents' Perspectives on Children's
Needs for More Education
Maybe

Yes
n

%

n

No

Total

"'6

n

%

n

0

0

I)

Majority
male

89

32.0

22

7.9

6

2.2

117

42.1

Mixed

40

14.4

20

7.2

5

1.8

65

23.4

Majority
female

76

27.3

16

5.8

4

1. 4

96

34.5

205

73.7

58

20.9

15

5.4

278

100.0

Total

Chi-square

=

6.806; df

=

4. p

'

=

.OS

54.

How influential are you in helping your child decide his career?
B

A

not at all

D

B

highly

greatest

C

seldom

moderately

Table 8
Parental Influence in Children's Career Choices
Not at all

--

Seldom

Moderately

Highly

n

g,

Majority male

3

1.1

18

6.5

59

21. 3

35

Mixed

1

.4

21

7.6

21

7.6

Majority female

5

1. 8

21

7.6

29

Total

9

3.2

60

21.7

109

0

n

%

n

Greatest

Total
g..

n

g,

12.6

2

.7

117

42.2

15

5.4

6

2.2

64

23.1

10.5

30

10.8

11

4.0

96

34.7

39.4

80

28.9

19

6.9

277

100.0

%

n

%

0

n

0

Chi-square= 23.011; df = 8; p = .05
--...J
O'I

14.

As your child gets older, doe she/she reflect what you want him/her to be?
A

always

D

C

B

seldom

somewhat

occasionally

Table 9
Par e nts' Perceptions of Children's Earning Potential
Always
-9n

Somewhat

Seldom

Occasionally

Total

n

9-0

n

0

"6

n

9-0

n

g.

0

0

$0-$5,000

1

.4

3

1.1

2

.7

0

--

6

2. 2

$5,001-$10,000

4

1.5

11

4.0

1

•4

2

.7

18

6. 6

$10,001-$15,000

5

1.8

11

4.0

4

1.5

3

1.1

23

8. 5

$15,001-$20,000

18

6.6

24

8.8

19

7.0

4

1.5

65

23. 9

$20,001-$75,000

52

19.1

70

25.7

27

9.9

11

4.0

160

58.8

Total

80

29.4

119

43.8

53

19.5

20

7.4

272

100. 0

Chi-square= 16.720; df = 18; p = .05
-.)
-.)

78
13.

Do you think you have great influence on your child's
educational achievement at his/her early age?
A

B

yes

maybe

C

no

Table 10
Parents' Perceptions of Stages of Their
Influence on Children
Maybe

Yes

No

Total

n

%

n

%

n

%

n

%

1

.4

1

•4

2

.7

4

1.4

High school

40

14.4

21

7.6

9

3.2

70

25.2

2-year
college

48

17.3

36

13.0

12

4.3

96

34.7

4-year
college

45

16.2

29

10.5

14

88

31. 8

Graduate
level

12

4.3

3

1.1

4

1.4

19

6.9

146

52.7

90

32.5

41

14.8

277

100.0

Elementary

Total

Chi-square

=

8.438; df

=

8; p

5.1

=

.05

79
21.

Are you of the opinion that your child needs to have
~ore education than you had?
A

B

yes

maybe

C

no

Table 11
Parents' Perceptions of Need for Children's
Advanced Education
Yes
n
Male
Female
Total

Maybe
%

n

No
%

Total

n

%

n

0

""6

110

39.7

37

13.4

9

3.2

156

56.3

94

33.9

21

7.6

6

2.2

121

43.7

294

73.6

58

20.9

15

5.4

277

100.0

Chi-square

=

1.876; df

=

2; p

=

.05

18.

What career do you want your child to pursue?
A

C

D

E

white collar

blue collar

other

B

profesisonal

government

Table 12
Parents' Perceptions of Children's Future Career Choices
Professional
n
%

Government
n

%

White
Collar
n

Blue
Collar

%

n

%

Other
n

%

Total
n

%

Male

88

32.2

23

8.4

24

8.8

7

2.6

10

3.7

152

55.7

Female

82

30

11

4.0

19

7.0

4

1.5

5

1. 8

121

44.3

62.3

34

12.:>

43

15.8

11

4.0

15

5.5

273

100.0

Total

170

Chi-square= 4.045; df = 4; p = .OS

CX)

0

25.

Who is most responsible for the educational achievement of your child?
C

D

E

parents

peers

the child

B

A

teacher

government

Table 13
Parents' Perceptions of Sources of Responsibility for Children's Education
Teacher

-

n

%

Government
n

g..
0

Parents

Peers

Child

n

n

n

%

%

Total
%

n

%

Male

24

8.8

15

5.5

90

33.0

10

3.7

16

5.9

155

56.8

Fe males

14

5.1

14

5.1

74

27.1

2

.7

14

5.1

118

43.2

Total

38

13.9

29

10.6

164

60.1

12

4.4

30

11. 0

273

100.0

Chi-square= 4.766; df = 4; p = .05

00
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